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Fitting The Correct Bit
If you are having problems with finding a bit that is suitable for your horse there area few steps that you need follow to get the right bit in its mouth.First you need to make sure that it doesn’t have any mouth, back or neck problems.No bit will help if the pain or discomfort lies in the mouth, back or neck.The most important part of fitting the correct bit is finding the right mouth piece fora particular horse. Here it is what the horse is doing with its head that tells youwhat bit is needed.
• The horse sticks his nose up in the air the moment the reins are taken up.This is the horse telling you that it is experiencing pain in its mouth. If using aSnaffle, you need to change to a threepiece bit such as a Control Plate.• The horse shakes its head, which means that he does not want tonguepressure. From the Snaffle or Control Plate, you would go softer to the HappyTongue, designed specifically to take pressure off the tongue.• The horse bringing its chin up to its chest in an effort to evade the bit is a suresign of too much bit for the horse and it trying to relieve the pressure. The solutionis to either ride on a looser rein, or use a softer bit. From the Snaffle one could usethe Lock Up.• The horse that pokes his nose forward, trying to pull the reins out of therider's hands in an effort to relieve the pressure of the bit. Once again the solutionbeing to use a softer bit.
We have also introduced colour coding of our bits to make this process easier.
The next step is to measure the horse's mouth. This is a crucial aspect of fitting thecorrect bit. Using a bit measure or straight rod, put it in the horse's mouth and lift itto the correct place in the mouth, and mark the bar on both sides just outside thelip crease.
This measurement can then be used to determine the size of the bit required. Thebit size will differ depending on the type of mouth piece required. Most horses arefitted with bits that are too tight and this just adds more pressure points. With afixed mouth piece bit the size required is the measured size, and with the single anddouble break bits this should be the measured size plus 10 mm to take into accountthe set. In addition to this add 5mm ifthe bit has a loose ring cheek piece.Nothing additional needs to be addedfor fixed cheek pieces.
Once you have established themouthpiece and the width, then youhave to establish which cheek piecewould be suitable. This is dictated toby various things including thediscipline the rider is participating inand the skill level of the rider.

Bit Measure
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Bit Sizes
Bomber’s Bits are available in a variety of standard mouth piece sizes:

Sizes range from 125 mm to 140 mm in 5 mm increments forsingle and double break bits.
For solid bits the range is from 120 mm to 130 mm in 5 mmincrements.
Pony bits are available in a selection of cheek pieces. Cheek piecesare ¾ size and sizes range from 95 mm to 120 mm.

All bits can also be custom made in 5mm increments in whatever sizerequired (up to 180 mm so far)

Comparison between 95mm PonyLoose Ring Control Plate and 135mm Loose Ring Control Plate



Eggbutt Loose Ring
The Eggbutt Loose Ring prevents pinching of the lips and gives a more solidfeel against the side of the face. It prevents the bit being pulled throughthe mouth. The Eggbutt Loose Ring allows quick release.

A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe Happy Tongue was created, it has amedium port creating space for thetongue, relieving pressure, allowing thehorse to relax.

Happy Tongue

Lock Up
The Lock Up snaffle removes the nutcracker action of the conventional snaffle,meaning it will bear less pressure on eachside of the horses jaw called the bars.

A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe McHardy was created, it has a mediumport creating space for the tongue,relieving pressure. The link in the middleis to increase bar and tongue pressuremaking the bit sharper than conventionalHappy Tongue.
Best suited for a horse with a low headcarriage and which leans on the bit.

McHardy



Our Snaffle mouthpiece is popular due tothe curved mouthpiece which distributespressure more evenly over tongue andbars. With the offset centre link it willreduce nutcraker action and pressurepoints on the tongue.

Snaffle

The Bombers Control Plate is set at 45° tofollow the contour of the horses tongue.Consequently, a horse who uses histongue as a means of pushing against thebit and therefore taking control, will drawback and tuck his chin in, coming back toa better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Control Plate 45

Gavin Cocker Snaffle
Very similar to our Snaffle the GavinCocker is made using a hinge joint in themiddle rather than a ring joint.

The Colin Miles is a great schooling bitwith a 55mm centre piece creating greatertongue pressure. The rings give the horsesomething to play with and help keep thehorses attention on the bit.
This particular joint exerts more pressurethan the Control Plate or Elliptical.

Colin Miles



The Sara Grills link is set vertical and isdesigned to press against the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse that usesits tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit to take control, will draw it backand tuck the chin in, coming back to abetter point of control.
Although similar to the Control Plate, thisjoint provides less surface area to dispersepressure making it a more severe bit.

Sara Grills

The Buster Roller is a great bit forschooling, the link in the middle isshortened to 40mm increasing bar andtongue pressure making the bit sharperthan conventional link bits. Best suited fora horse with a low head carriage andwhich leans on the bit. The increasedpressure on the bar will lift the head andthe roller will increase pressure on thetongue bringing the chin in.

Buster Roller

The Petros mouthpieces rotate preventingthe horse taking hold of the bit. Oftengood for a horse that leans or tries to takehold of the bit. The Control Plate is set at45° to follow the contour of the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse who useshis tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit and therefore taking control, willdraw back and tuck his chin in, comingback to a better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Petros Control Plate



Kimberley Dee
The Kimberley Dee cheekpiece prevents pinching of the lips and give aslightly more solid feel against the side of the face. It also prevents the bitbeing pulled through the mouth. The release is slower than a Loose Ringand also introduces some poll pressure.

A unique bit which produces amazingresults for the majority of horses.
Ported for tongue relief and very light, it isavailable in a variety of cheek pieces.

Bomber Blue

Lock Up
The Lock Up snaffle removes the nutcracker action of the conventional snaffle,meaning it will bear less pressure on eachside of the horses jaw called the bars.

Happy Tongue
A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe Happy Tongue was created, it has amedium port creating space for thetongue, relieving pressure, allowing thehorse to relax.



A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe McHardy was created, it has a mediumport creating space for the tongue,relieving pressure. The link in the middleis to increase bar and tongue pressuremaking the bit sharper than conventionalHappy Tongue.
Best suited for a horse with a low headcarriage and which leans on the bit.

McHardy

The Bombers Control Plate is set at 45° tofollow the contour of the horses tongue.Consequently, a horse who uses histongue as a means of pushing against thebit and therefore taking control, will drawback and tuck his chin in, coming back toa better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontally with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Our Snaffle mouthpiece is popular due tothe curved mouthpiece which distributespressure more evenly over tongue andbars. With the offset centre link it willreduce nutcraker action and pressurepoints on the tongue.

Snaffle

Control Plate 45

Colin Miles
The Colin Miles is a great schooling bitwith a 55mm centre piece creating greatertongue pressure. The rings give the horsesomething to play with and help keep thehorses attention on the bit.
This particular joint exerts more pressurethan the Control Plate or Elliptical.



The Buster Roller is a great bit forschooling, the link in the middle isshortened to 40mm increasing bar andtongue pressure making the bit sharperthan conventional link bits. Best suited fora horse with a low head carriage andwhich leans on the bit. The increasedpressure on the bar will lift the head andthe roller will increase pressure on thetongue bringing the chin in.

Buster Roller



Loose Ring
The Loose Ring allows for immediate release and relief from tongue and barpressure which will reset the bit in the horses mouth.

Bomber Blue

Happy Tongue

The Bomber Blue is a unique bit whichproduces amazing results for the majorityof horses.
It is ported for tongue relief and very light.

A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe Happy Tongue was created, it has amedium port creating space for thetongue, relieving pressure, allowing thehorse to relax.

Lock Up
The Lock Up snaffle removes the nutcracker action of the conventional snaffle,meaning it will bear less pressure on eachside of the horses jaw called the bars.



A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe McHardy was created, it has a mediumport creating space for the tongue,relieving pressure. The link in the middleis to increase bar and tongue pressuremaking the bit sharper than conventionalHappy Tongue.
Best suited for a horse with a low headcarriage and which leans on the bit.

McHardy

Snaffle
Our Snaffle mouthpiece is popular due tothe curved mouthpiece which distributespressure more evenly over tongue andbars. With the offset centre link it willreduce nutcraker action and pressurepoints on the tongue.

Gavin Cocker Snaffle
Very similar to our Snaffle the GavinCocker is made using a hinge joint in themiddle rather than a ring joint.

The Bombers Control Plate is set at 45° tofollow the contour of the horses tongue.Consequently, a horse who uses histongue as a means of pushing against thebit and therefore taking control, will drawback and tuck his chin in, coming back toa better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Control Plate 45



Colin Miles
The Colin Miles is a great schooling bitwith a 55mm centre piece creating greatertongue pressure. The rings give the horsesomething to play with and help keep thehorses attention on the bit.
This particular joint exerts more pressurethan the Control Plate or Elliptical.

Sara Grills
The Sara Grills link is set vertical and isdesigned to press against the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse that usesits tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit to take control, will draw it backand tuck the chin in, coming back to abetter point of control.
Although similar to the Control Plate, thisjoint provides less surface area to dispersepressure making it a more severe bit.

Buster Roller
The Buster Roller is a great bit forschooling, the link in the middle isshortened to 40mm increasing bar andtongue pressure making the bit sharperthan conventional link bits. Best suited fora horse with a low head carriage andwhich leans on the bit. The increasedpressure on the bar will lift the head andthe roller will increase pressure on thetongue bringing the chin in.

Petros Control Plate
The Petros mouthpieces rotate preventingthe horse taking hold of the bit. Oftengood for a horse that leans or tries to takehold of the bit. The Control Plate is set at45° to follow the contour of the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse who useshis tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit and therefore taking control, willdraw back and tuck his chin in, comingback to a better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.



Petros Buster Roller
The Petros mouthpieces rotate preventingthe horse taking hold of the bit. Oftengood for a horse that leans or tries to takehold of the bit. The Buster Roller is a greatbit for schooling, the link in the middle isshortened to 40mm increasing bar andtongue pressure making the bit sharperthan conventional link bits.
Best suited for a horse with a low headcarriage and which leans on the bit. Theincreased pressure on the bar will lift thehead and the roller will increase pressureon the tongue tucking the chin in.



Williams
The Williams cheekpiece assists with the flexing of the head while thecenter bar creates more positive poll pressure.

Bomber Blue
The Bomber Blue is a unique bit whichproduces amazing results for the majorityof horses.
It is ported for tongue relief and very light.

A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe Happy Tongue was created, it has amedium port creating space for thetongue, relieving pressure, allowing thehorse to relax.

Happy Tongue

Lock Up
The Lock Up snaffle removes the nutcracker action of the conventional snaffle,meaning it will bear less pressure on eachside of the horses jaw called the bars.



The Bombers Control Plate is set at 45° tofollow the contour of the horses tongue.Consequently, a horse who uses histongue as a means of pushing against thebit and therefore taking control, will drawback and tuck his chin in, coming back toa better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Control Plate 45

Colin Miles
The Colin Miles is a great schooling bitwith a 55mm centre piece creating greatertongue pressure. The rings give the horsesomething to play with and help keep thehorses attention on the bit.
This particular joint exerts more pressurethan the Control Plate or Elliptical.

Snaffle
Our Snaffle mouthpiece is popular due tothe curved mouthpiece which distributespressure more evenly over tongue andbars. With the offset centre link it willreduce nutcraker action and pressurepoints on the tongue.

A horse shaking its head when bitpressure is applied or its tongue trying toescape the bit are classic signs the horsehas a sensitive tongue. With this in mindthe McHardy was created, it has a mediumport creating space for the tongue,relieving pressure. The link in the middleis to increase bar and tongue pressuremaking the bit sharper than conventionalHappy Tongue.
Best suited for a horse with a low headcarriage and which leans on the bit.

McHardy



Sara Grills
The Sara Grills link is set vertical and isdesigned to press against the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse that usesits tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit to take control, will draw it backand tuck the chin in, coming back to abetter point of control.
Although similar to the Control Plate, thisjoint provides less surface area to dispersepressure making it a more severe bit.

Buster Roller
The Buster Roller is a great bit forschooling, the link in the middle isshortened to 40mm increasing bar andtongue pressure making the bit sharperthan conventional link bits. Best suited fora horse with a low head carriage andwhich leans on the bit. The increasedpressure on the bar will lift the head andthe roller will increase pressure on thetongue bringing the chin in.

The Petros mouthpieces rotate preventingthe horse taking hold of the bit. Oftengood for a horse that leans or tries to takehold of the bit. The Control Plate is set at45° to follow the contour of the horsestongue. Consequently, a horse who useshis tongue as a means of pushing againstthe bit and therefore taking control, willdraw back and tuck his chin in, comingback to a better point of control.
This differs from a Dr Bristol which sitshorizontlaly with the edge of the plate onthe tongue.

Petros Control Plate



Bit Rubbers
All of our bits can be fitted with bit rubbers which we supply in a variety ofcolours.



340 Victoria RoadPietermaritzburg3200KwaZulu NatalSouth Africa
+27 (0)33 3454669
+27 (0)33 3425860
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